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The Evolution of the Global Order and NATQO’s

Transformation: Tiirkiye’s Strategic Role

MEVLUT CAVUSOGLU*
ORCID NO: 0009-0002-8988-3251 cavusoglu@tbmm.gov.tr

ABSTRACT: This commentary examines NATO’s evolving role in a multipolar and
multi-layered world order, with particular attention to the pressures generated by shift-
ing transatlantic relations, European strategic autonomy debates, hybrid threats, tech-
nological innovation, and burden sharing. Within this broader context, the analysis
highlights Tiirkiye’s strategic significance as a long-standing NATO ally, emphasizing
its military capabilities, geographical position, defense industry capacity, counterter-
rorism experience, and diplomatic reach. It argues that Tiirkiye is no longer merely a
troop contributing member of the alliance, but a strategic enabler that provides NATO
with operational flexibility, regional insight, and geopolitical depth. The commentary
also discusses the challenges in Tiirkiye-NATO relations, including historical grievanc-
es, divergent threat perceptions, defense restrictions, relations with Russia, and tensions
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Ultimately, it presents the upcoming NATO Ankara Sum-
mit as a defining moment for both the alliance and Tiirkiye, arguing that NATO’s future
effectiveness will depend on its ability to combine transformation with unity, while better
recognizing Tiirkiye’s indispensable role in the evolving global security architecture.
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